THE MORALITY OF COMPETITION.

the rate of wages of their members is still fixed by
competition ; and that they encourage habits of
saving and forethought which presuppose that each
man is to have private ends of his own. In what
sense, then, can co-operation ever be regarded as
really opposed to competition ? Competition may exist
among groups of men just as much as among indi-
viduals : a state of war is not less a state of war if it
is carried on by regiments and armies, instead of by
mere chaotic struggles in which each man fights
for his own hand. Competition does not mean that
there should be no combination, but that there
should be no monopoly. So long as a trade or a
profession is open to every one who chooses to take
it up, its conduct will be equally regulated by com-
petition, whether it be competition as between
societies or individuals, or whether its profits be
divided upon one system or another between the
various classes concerned. Co-operators, of course,
may look forward to a day in which society at large
will be members of a single co-operative society ; or,
again, to a time in which every industrial enter-
prise may be conducted by the State. Supposing
any such aspiration to be realised,* the question
still remains, whether they would amount to the
abolition or still only to the shifting of the
incidence of competition. Socialists tell us that